Wakayama,Japan

Koyasan is a mountain basin at an elevation of roughly 900 meters,
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Kobo-Daishi chose this area as an appropriate site for the Shingon School
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Koya Sankei-michi
Pilgrimage Routes

The routes of prayer leading to
the sacred places of Koyasan

For centuries, the faithful have gathered at Koyasan, and countless people
have climbed the Koya Sankei-michi pilgrimage routes on their way there.
Koyasan's five pilgrimage routes (Choishi-michi(1), Mitani-zaka Slope(2) ,
Kuroko-michi(4) , Fudo-zaka Slope(5) ,and Nyonin-michi(5)) are UNESCO
World Heritage sites, and provide an excellent chance to enjoy
pristine nature and historic trails.
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Mitani-zaka Slope =z [H

Enlarged map of the

Distance: 5.4km Time needed: 2 hrs. 30 min. Mitani-zaka Slope trail head
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blown away by the wind.
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Niusakadono-jinja
Shrine

On foot

25 min. agi Park

eace Memorial Statue
This path is the pilgrimage
route to Niutsuhime-jinja
Shrine, and has been used by
Emperors and members of the
Imperial Family. Ending in
Amano Village, Mitani-zaka
Slope cuts through persimmon
and mandarin orange
orchards, and has spectacular
mountain views.

Kino-kawa

Niusakadono-jinja Shrine & @ ®
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When the god Niu Myojin visited this place, a
local deity made her sake. This area’s name
comes from that gift. Every year, from the middle
of November to the beginning of December,
large ginkgo trees display bright fall colors.
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Choishi-michi Pilgrimage Route

Distance: 22.8km Time needed: 8hrs. (6hrs. for strong hikers)
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Koyaguchi/Kudoyama Area
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Koyaguchi Town Streets 0ld fashioned charm with historical importance.
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Koyaguchi Sta.
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Trail Access (Nearest Station)
e, MU Sanada-an

On foot 8 min. L L=l

1.0km -
Or foot 15T Jison-in Temple
The Choishi-michi Route was opened by Kobo-Daishi as a pilgrimage trail.
There are 180 stone choishi (stone stupas) shaped like five-ringed towers
between Jison-in and Danjo Garan, and another 36 between Danjo Garan
and Okuno-in. They were built as guide posts.

Gorinto and vistas near the
% viewing platform
¥ ~ Just past the viewing platform is a
' | picturesque look-out viewing the
= Kinokawa Plain.

World
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Futatsu-Torii Gates —-*Y E3 )it

View of Amano Village from near
Futatsu-Torii Gates

Enjoy a refreshing walk through the cedar trees.
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Space q
Gorinto (Stone Stupa) % :
Gorinto are five ringed towers and objects of faith. In the past,
people pressed their hands together in prayer as they passed Water L
each one. The gorinto were also inscribed with the Sanscrit P )
words for space, wind, fire, water, and earth. Earth r
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"Sanada soba" from
Soba-dokoro Yukimura-an

Koyaguchi Elementary School
Japan's largest wooden school
building currently in use J
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Niukanshobu-jinja Shrine
PVEBATHIE ©
Dedicated to the gods Niu Myojin
and Koya Myojin, who led
Kobo-Daishi to Koyasan. The shrine
offers marriage blessings.

@FE Free entry

(Shrine office: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm)

World
Heritage.

Jison-in Temple %[5 me
Jison-in Temple is the place where
Kobo-Daishi's mother lived during her later
years. Today, it is a temple, that looks over
women. Many visitors come here to pray for
conceiving children and a safe delivery.

@FE Free entry

(Temple office: 8:00 am to 5:00 pm)

Katsuragikan Sk

This wooden three-story building
was constructed in 1900 with an
all-glass facade. Pilgrims to :
Koyasan once stayed in this hotel. _
(The building can be viewed from §
the outside)

Maeda Residence i %R

This mansion belonged to a merchant family in
the 18th century. (The building can be viewed
from the outside)

Hashimoto Center for Promoting Me®
Local Industry Tachiyori-Dokoro

FA i e kil > 2 — b9 o L

Local Koyaguchi pile fabrics are displayed and sold here.
The bicycle rental service is available.

9:00 am - 4:30 pm €38 Monday

Rent-a-cycle: 500 yen

Kudoyama Town Streets

Besides its association with Koyasan, this area is also known for its historic connection
to Sengoku period military commander Sanada Yukimura.

Kudoyama Town Tourist Information [@;
https://www.kudoyama-kanko.jp/
Available in English, Korean, and Chinese.
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- Kudoyama-Sanada Museum JUi|l - HHI 2 —Y7 L DS

Zenmyosho-in Temple (Sanada-an Temple)  The museum displays panels on the lives of three generations of the Sanada
family, Masayuki, Yukimura, and Daisuke, and introduces the history in greater

25 e (R .
R (S detail through videos. t

This temple was built on the property of Sengoku = ) ) .
period, father-and-son military commanders, d;(l)téasrgoéegocy:)':rl:?;:ryzagzle:m pm)

sanada Ma“sayulg ar‘1d“5ana/(’ja.Yuk|r.nura. On the Monday and Tuesday (Open on holidays, closed the following day)
grounds is “Kaminarifuji no 1" (lightning seal well),

where Sanda Yukimura is said to have captured Who is Sanada Yukimura?

lightning. A military commander during the Sengoku period, he is known as
9:00 am - 4:00 pm "the greatest soldier in Japan", and has attracted attention around
69 Free (Sanada Treasure Museum, 200 yen) the world as the image of a heroic military commander.

(

Amano Village Area x#oz=y>

Amano refers to the place in the heavens where the ‘
gods reside. For Japanese people, the beautiful and
tranquil rolling country landscapes bring up nostalgic

Niutsuhime-jinja Shrine JHEZSEEEEL ki De®
Believed to be over 1700 years old, Niutsuhime-jinja is dedicated to the
gods Niu Myojin and Koya Myojin. The shrine entrance is a beautiful arched
bridge.

Free entry (Shrine office: 8:45 am to 4:30 pm)

Arched bridge at the shrine's inner entrance

Point of interest

" -
The story of Koyasan is deeply intertwined
with that of Niutsuhime-jinja Fl’ >
When Kobo-Daishi was searching for a location for the =
head temple of Shingon Buddhism, he met the god Koya Myojin in the form of a hunter
in the mountains. He was led by dogs the hunter had brought with him, one black and
one white. Later, he met Niu Myojin and was given Koya, the god’s domain, so he g
could establish Koyasan.

"Dog-leading-the-way" charms,
like the one who led Kobo-Daishi Kukai

memories of the past.

Kuroko-michi Pilgrimage R?%?E}%

Distance:16.17km Time needed:7hrs
Recommended for strong hikers

il Jofuku-ji Myoujin lichidaira Kubo Kotsugi [ Kurokoguchi
s 000 Temple ga tawa il bashi elementary school Pass JHistoricsite
~ 1000m i i i i o, i
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Oterus' grave HHENE
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ma lagomidokoro café

Enlarged map of
Amano no sato

Trail Access (Nearest Station)
1.8km / On foot 25 min.

Sta,

Villa Amanosato Train

ERDE

Yuzuriha

KEF.

Shiki-Urara
Natural Yeast Bre

To Choishi-michi

Much of the original trail remains from long ago, and is surrounded by
woodlands and streams. Small wayside shrines and Buddha statues also
provide a sense of history along the route.

Jofukuji -
800m LR o
On foot s 01d trail near Warandani 5 5 AR D 5
10 min. Enjoy a walk through the lush natural surroundings where you can hear the sound of

stream water.

Pilgrimage Route

RABED/S> DAz
B=555

Enlarged map of the
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Kuroko-michi trail head
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Amano Nagomidokoro café Kyakuden
KEFFOAN Café Bhx
The lunch sets and desserts at this shop

are popular, and made with local
Amano-mai rice.

©FE) 11:00 am to 4:00 pm

(Lunch until 2:30 pm)

@%8 Tuesday, Thursday, and Wednesday
(except on holidays), and February to
March.

—

Hashimoto City Office
Shiyakusiio-mae  #BAHI&PT

Ichiwaki

"Amano-mai" Brand Rice

The large gap between day and night
temperatures and clean water allow Amano
village delicious Amano-mai rice. Onigiri made
with the rice is exquisite.

& Wite
" l)‘ ist Information
25D FLbEnE
ERCEAFR
Ogo Shonin (1536 -
1608) is said to have
established and
developed the town
of Hashimoto from a
rebuilt village temple.

et e

Cherry blossoms at Kubo Elementary School Af#/N## D

Best viewed from mid-April onward

View from near Gokenbata Iwakake-Kanon
From here, you can see both the Kinokawa River and Hashimoto City.

To Kuroko-michi
Pilgrimage Route

Point of interest

A trail also used to transport goods

The Kuroko-michi pilgrimage route played an important role as a lifeline for
transporting farm produce to Koyasan, since Koyasan's severe cold ;
made it impossible to harvest crops.

Jofuku-ji Temple & #i<F
This temple is located at the
Kuroko-michi trail head. The nine level
pagoda on the grounds was
constructed in 1285.

Free entry




